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       CHAPTER DIRECTORS THOUGHTS

It has been a beautiful fall for the most part. We hope you got some

riding in to enjoy the sights, sounds and smells of fall. Our Leaf ride was cut

short due to rain in the southern part of the ride. We did have 16 for breakfast at

Carey’s in Cherokee. It was a great place to eat and good service. We would

recommend it to anyone for any meal. At Sloan we split up and headed for home,

some in different directions. We will hope for a better ride next year. Plan to join

us.

The Halloween Chili Dump was attended by 30 fun loving chapter

members. Thanks to all that brought snacks and desert and of course the

fabulous chili. We had two roasters and a large crock pot full and very little left.

It was really good. We all overate again.

Thanks to Dorothy and Kelly for their performance as a little person. A

special thank you to those that were chosen to be contestants for our Almost

Newlywed Game. Entertaining us was Duane & Sondra, Melvin & Mickey, Ken

& Connie, and Gene & Darlene. The questions produced some interesting, funny

and honest answers. Galen and Marlene did a great job putting our game

together and being our emcees. Check out the website photo section for all the

fun pictures soon.

Tuesday November 20th is our 2008 ride planning meeting at the Pizza ranch in

Primghar. We will eat buffet at 6 PM and start planning at 7 PM. All members

are invited to attend and help generate ideas for some great rides next year. We

all have our favorite places to ride and sights we joy seeing and events we enjoy

attending. In this newsletter and on the website in the flyer button is a form to

fill out if you would like to sponsor a ride. To sponsor only means that you will

organize the ride, no money involved. The ride you sponsor can be anytime any

day and anywhere you want to go. It could be a weekday ride or a one or two or

three day ride on a weekend. We only asked that you not schedule a ride at the

same time as Safety weekend, Wing Ding, Iowa District Rally, Davis Rally, or

Region E Rally. Please help us out with your Chapter planning and future.

With the cooler and shorter days our regular scheduled rides have ended, except

for a monthly breakfast get together at the Chit Chat Café in Hospers. It will be

the second Saturday of each month during the fall and winter season at 9:30 AM.

See you there.
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      1      ELeaf  Ride.  Leave fro.     up

MARLENE’S CORNER
Hello to All:  June has been a great month.  Lots of good riding.  Lots of our Chapter Members are on vacation and
have heard from a few and all are having great and safe trips.  Those of you leaving for Wing Ding, we want to wish
all of you a safe and fun trip also. 
  
The District Rally is coming up the end of July.  Those of you who have raffle tickets yet to sell, let’s get Er

Done!!   Please get the stubs and money back to me by July 25th.  The night of our Chapter Meeting.   Hope

one or more of yours wins the money this year.  Also bring you pop tabs along and a new stuffed animal.

These will be delivered to the Ronald McDonald House on July 30th.

  Any of you who want to come over to Sheldon on Friday the 21st for O’Brien County’s Relay for Life; I will be
presenting the money from our Poker Run to them at 7:00 PM that evening at the football field here in Sheldon.  

It was good to see so many of you in attendance at our Chapter Meeting Tuesday evening.  Some new faces and
some old faces that we have not seen for awhile.  It was great to see Ken Kohler again.  Welcome to Norm.

Would like to express our sympathy to Galen & Marlene VanderPol in the passing of Galen’s mother.  Those of you

       OCTOBER RIDES

Oct. 14 = Monthly Breakfast get

together at the Chit Chat Café in

Hospers at 9:30 A.M.

Oct. 28 = Chili Dump with a fun

Evening at Marlene’s place.  Eat

at 6:00 PM.

Oct. 19 is a staff meeting in

Primghar at the Pizza Ranch.

We eat at 6:00 PM and then a

meeting together.  Those of you

who would like to share ideas

with us, come and join us.

Oct. 24 = Chapter Meeting –

Sheldon at Family Table

Eat at 6:00 PM Meeting at 7:00

4TH TUESDAY OF THE

MONTH

EAT AT 6 PM

MEETING AT 7 PM

JAY’S RESTAURANT

SANBORN, IOWA

Plan to attend; you

never know what will

happen at a monthly

meeting!

Check out our new Chapter

website at

www.gwrra-ias.com

Iowa District News

www.gwrra-iowa.org

Region E News

www.gwrra-region-e.com

National News

Notes from    Marlene

Hope each of you had a safe and Happy Halloween!!!   Chili Dump was

great.  Those of you that did not attend, plan on next year and join the

fun.   

Now on to needing help from each of you.  The Chapter is going to do a 2nd

Addition Cook Book.  This will help towards our Charity in 2008.  Please

get recipes to me; I’m sure each of you have some new ones.   You can

mail them; e-mail them or give them to me in person.   This will take me

some time to sort and type so the sooner I get them the better it will be.  

You are all very special Chapter Members and we as a staff need your

help in the events that will be coming up and the fund raisers, such as the

cook-book.   The one 2 years ago went very fast; so lets do it again.  

As for me, I see the Dr. tomorrow; Nov. 1st for the results of the bone scan

and CT scan that was done on Monday and Tuesday.  I pray for good

results.   I know God is looking after me and knows I don’t have time to

lay around.  Need to get back to work part time and do some traveling.

Will let you know the results.  

*************************************************************

                            NOVEMBER CALENDAR

Nov. 10  -- Breakfast at Chit-Chat in Hospers    --  9:30 AM

Nov. 20  -- Staff Meeting and anyone else to help on ride schedule 

                  Pizza Ranch in Primghar   6:00 PM Eat and 7:00 PM- Meeting

Nov. 27  -- Chapter Meeting – Jay’s --  Sanborn  Eat 6:00 PM 

                                                             Meeting  7:00 PM

 

***************************************************************

FOR SALE:

1987 Black Cyclemate Motorcycle Camping Trailor.  Has swivel hitch.

$950.00 for best offer.   Call Doug/Cathy Lyman at 712-930-5630.

FOR SALE:   Dunlop 3; rear tire for 1800 with 7100 miles on.  On bike

for 7 months. With rim.   Contact Kent Smith for details at

kdsmith@mchsi.com or call    1-712-262-0317   $150 OBO

 

FOR SALE:

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

From Chapter Rider

Education Director

Mark!

___________

We are what we

repeatedly do.

Excellence, then, is

not an act, but a

      November Birthdays

November 2  -- Tom

Johnson

November 13 – Mark Frank

November 25  -- Everett

Paeper

November Anniversary’s



JUNE 2007 Chapter Educator Report

By Mark Frank, Chapter Educator

Have you checked your expiration date lately?   Do not let your membership expire.   You will miss a lot of

information that is very useful.   

ATTENTION:   If you have not heard of the GWRRA Chapter in Northwest Iowa; we would like to welcome

you to ride and join the fun.  If you are receiving this newsletter and are wondering why you are receiving it?

Call or contact a staff member that is listed on the 1st page.   If you have any changes in your e-mail please notify

us.   If you have never been with us on a ride or at an event, we would love to have you come and join in on the

fun and meet new friends.   Hope to see you soon.

YOUR CHAPTER “S” STAFF.

**********************************************************************************************

November 2007 Chapter Educator Report

By Mark Frank, Chapter Educator
Up coming safety dates to put into your calendar.  

· March 14th Iowa Motorcycle Safety Forum, Prepare for the ride, live for the journey .  Des Moines. 
· May 9th & 10th, ERC & trike rider course and much more, location TBA (Des Moines area?)

Register yourself to receive motorcycle safety announcement at www.ucs.iastate.edu/mnet/motorcyle .
Rider training classes and licensing can be located at  www.Iowamre.com 
Here is some good information that I got off the net. 
By The Motorcyclist Staff 

Motorcyclist Magazine, August 2006

The best bike in the world is scrap—or soon will be—unless you learn how to use it. The most powerful

piece of high-performance hardware is between your ears. To help you program it with the right information,

we’ve assembled 50 potentially lifesaving bits of street savvy. Some you’ll know, some you won’t. All are

worth remembering, because when it comes to riding motorcycles on the street, the people over at the

Motorcycle Safety Foundation (www.msf-usa.org) have the right idea with their tagline: The more you know,

the better it gets. 



1. Assume you’re invisible

Because to a lot of drivers, you are. Never make a move based on the assumption that another driver sees

you, even if you’ve just made eye contact. Bikes don’t always register in the four-wheel mind. 

2. Be considerate

The consequences of strafing the jerk du jour or cutting him off start out bad and get worse. Pretend it was

your grandma and think again. 

3. Dress for the crash, not the pool or the prom

Sure, Joaquin’s Fish Tacos is a 5-minute trip, but nobody plans to eat pavement. Modern mesh gear means

100-degree heat is no excuse for a T-shirt and board shorts. 

4. Hope for the best, prepare for the worst

Assume that car across the intersection will turn across your bow when the light goes green, with or without

a turn signal. 

5. Leave your ego at home

The only people who really care if you were faster on the freeway will be the officer and the judge. 

6. Pay attention

Yes, there is a half-naked girl on the billboard. That shock does feels squishy. Meanwhile, you could be

drifting toward Big Trouble. Focus. 

7. Mirrors only show you part of the picture

Never change direction without turning your head to make sure the coast really is clear. 

Mirrors only show you part of the picture.

8. Be patient

Always take another second or three before you pull out to pass, ride away from a curb or into freeway traffic

from an on-ramp. It's what you don't see that gets you. That extra look could save your butt. 

9. Watch your closing speed

Passing cars at twice their speed or changing lanes to shoot past a row of stopped cars is just asking for

trouble. 

10. Beware the verge and the merge

A lot of nasty surprises end up on the sides of the road: empty McDonald’s bags, nails, TV antennas,

ladders, you name it. Watch for potentially troublesome debris on both sides of the road. 

11. Left-turning cars remain a leading killer of mo torcyclists

Don’t assume someone will wait for you to dart through the intersection. They’re trying to beat the light, too. 



12. Beware of cars running traffic lights

The first few seconds after a signal light changes are the most perilous. Look both ways before barging into

an intersection. 

13. Check your mirrors

Do it every time you change lanes, slow down or stop. Be ready to move if another vehicle is about to

occupy the space you’d planned to use. 

Scan 12 seconds ahead for potential trouble.

14. Mind the gap

Remember Driver’s Ed? One second’s worth of distance per 10 mph is the old rule of thumb. Better still,

scan the next 12 seconds ahead for potential trouble. 

15. Beware of tuner cars

They’re quick and their drivers tend to be aggressive. Don’t assume you’ve beaten one away from a light or

outpaced it in traffic and change lanes without looking. You could end up as a Nissan hood ornament. 

16. Excessive entrance speed hurts

It’s the leading cause of single-bike accidents on twisty roads and racetracks. In Slow, Out Fast is the old

adage, and it still works. Dialing up corner speed is safer than scrubbing it off. 

17. Don’t trust that deer whistle

Ungulates and other feral beasts prowl at dawn and dusk, so heed those big yellow signs. If you’re riding in

a target-rich environment, slow down and watch the shoulders. 

18. Learn to use both brakes

The front does most of your stopping, but a little rear brake on corner entry can calm a nervous chassis. 

19. Keep the front brake covered—always

Save a single second of reaction time at 60 mph and you can stop 88 feet shorter. Think about that. 

20. Look where you want to go

Use the miracle of target fixation to your advantage. The motorcycle goes where you look, so focus on the

solution instead of the problem. 

Check your mirrors every time you change lanes.

21. Keep your eyes moving

Traffic is always shifting, so keep scanning for potential trouble. Don’t lock your eyes on any one thing for

too long unless you’re actually dealing with trouble. 

22. Think before you act

Careful whipping around that Camry going 7 mph in a 25-mph zone or you could end up with your head in

the driver’s side door when he turns into the driveway right in front of you. 



23. Raise your gaze

It’s too late to do anything about the 20 feet immediately in front of your fender, so scan the road far enough

ahead to see trouble and change trajectory. 

24. Get your mind right in the driveway

Most accidents happen during the first 15 minutes of a ride, below 40 mph, near an intersection or driveway.

Yes, that could be your driveway. 

25. Come to a full stop at that next stop sign

Put a foot down. Look again. Anything less forces a snap decision with no time to spot potential trouble. 

26. Never dive into a gap in stalled traffic

Cars may have stopped for a reason, and you may not be able to see why until it’s too late to do anything

about it. 

27. Don’t saddle up more than you can handle

If you weigh 95 pounds, avoid that 795-pound cruiser. If you’re 5-foot-5, forget those towering adventure-

tourers. 

Stay in your comfort zone riding with a group.

28. Watch for car doors opening in traffic

And smacking a car that’s swerving around some goofball’s open door is just as painful. 

29. Don’t get in an intersection rut

Watch for a two-way stop after a string of four-way intersections. If you expect cross-traffic to stop, there

could be a painful surprise when it doesn’t. 

30. Stay in your comfort zone when you’re with a gro up

Riding over your head is a good way to end up in the ditch. Any bunch worth riding with will have a

rendezvous point where you’ll be able to link up again. 

31. Give your eyes some time to adjust

A minute or two of low light heading from a well-lighted garage onto dark streets is a good thing. Otherwise,

you’re essentially flying blind for the first mile or so. 

32. Master the slow U-turn

Practice. Park your butt on the outside edge of the seat and lean the bike into the turn, using your body as a

counterweight as you pivot around the rear wheel. 

33. Who put a stop sign at the top of this hill?

Don’t panic. Use the rear brake to keep from rolling back down. Use Mr. Throttle and Mr. Clutch normally—

and smoothly—to pull away. 



34. If it looks slippery, assume it is

A patch of suspicious pavement could be just about anything. Butter Flavor Crisco? Gravel? Mobil 1? Or

maybe it’s nothing. Better to slow down for nothing than go on your head. 

35. Bang! A blowout! Now what?

No sudden moves. The motorcycle isn’t happy, so be prepared to apply a little calming muscle to maintain

course. Ease back the throttle, brake gingerly with the good wheel and pull over very smoothly to the

shoulder. Big sigh. 

Hedge your bets at intersections.

36. Drops on the faceshield?

It’s raining. Lightly misted pavement can be slipperier than when it’s been rinsed by a downpour, and you

never know how much grip there is. Apply maximum-level concentration, caution and smoothness. 

37. Emotions in check?

To paraphrase Mr. Ice Cube, chickity-check yoself before you wreck yoself. Emotions are as powerful as

any drug, so take inventory every time you saddle up. If you’re mad, sad, exhausted or anxious, stay put. 

38. Wear good gear

Wear stuff that fits you and the weather. If you’re too hot or too cold or fighting with a jacket that binds

across the shoulders, you’re dangerous. It’s that simple. 

39. Leave the iPod at home

You won’t hear that cement truck in time with Spinal Tap cranked to 11, but they might like your headphones

in intensive care. 

40. Learn to swerve

Be able to do two tight turns in quick succession. Flick left around the bag of briquettes, then right back to

your original trajectory. The bike will follow your eyes, so look at the way around, not the briquettes. Now

practice till it’s a reflex. 

41. Be smooth at low speeds

Take some angst out, especially of slow-speed maneuvers, with a bit of rear brake. It adds a welcome bit of

stability by minimizing unwelcome weight transfer and potentially bothersome driveline lash. 

42. Flashing is good for you

Turn signals get your attention by flashing, right? So a few easy taps on the pedal or lever before stopping

makes your brake light more eye-catching to trailing traffic. 

43. Intersections are scary, so hedge your bets

Put another vehicle between your bike and the possibility of someone running the stop sign/red light on your

right and you cut your chances of getting nailed in half. 



44. Tune your peripheral vision

Pick a point near the center of that wall over there. Now scan as far as you can by moving your attention, not

your gaze. The more you can see without turning your head, the sooner you can react to trouble. 

Everything is harder to see after dark.

45. All alone at a light that won’t turn green?

Put as much motorcycle as possible directly above the sensor wire—usually buried in the pavement beneath

you and located by a round or square pattern behind the limit line. If the light still won’t change, try putting

your kickstand down, right on the wire. You should be on your way in seconds. 

46. Every-thing is harder to see after dark

Adjust your headlights, Carry a clear faceshield and have your game all the way on after dark, especially

during commuter hours. 

47. Don’t troll next to—or right behind—Mr. Peterbilt

If one of those 18 retreads blows up—which they do with some regularity—it de-treads, and that can be

ugly. Unless you like dodging huge chunks of flying rubber, keep your distance. 

48. Take the panic out of panic stops

Develop an intimate relationship with your front brake. Seek out some safe, open pavement. Starting slowly,

find that fine line between maximum braking and a locked wheel, and then do it again, and again. 

49. Make your tires right

None of this stuff matters unless your skins are right. Don’t take ’em for granted. Make sure pressure is spot-

on every time you ride. Check for cuts, nails and other junk they might have picked up, as well as general

wear. 

50. Take a deep breath

Count to 10. Visualize whirled peas. Forgetting some clown’s 80-mph indiscretion beats running the risk of

ruining your life, or ending it. -MC

  
                  BIKER CHIC UNEDUCATED MOTORCYCLE RIDER



      

BIKER CHIC IS NOT INTERESTED IN UNEDUCATED RIDER
GET EDUCATED!!!!



Chapter Director      E-mail  Address

A) John Geer john_geer@bondurant.k12.ia.us

D) Bill & Marilyn Eggers wmeggs68@hotmail.com

E) Kenton & Char Cole kcchar@mchsi.com

F) Bob & Julie Stauffer stauffer59@mchsi.com

H) Jim & Eta Chapman jec@iowatelecom.net

I) Senior Jim & Kathy Clemen jkclemen@mchsi.com

O) Steve & Sharon Thomas thomasfm@iowatelecom.net

P) Senior Craig & Sharon Leigan leigan@mchsi.com

S) Kent Smith & Jody Waddell chapter-ia-s@mchsi.com

NOVEMBER CHAPTER EVENTS FOR IOWA DISTRICT .
Nov Chapter Event

1 P Supper at El Portal in Shenandoah.  Leave Orchards Corner Shopping Center at 6:30pm.

3 A Monthly Breakfast -Country  Kitchen  —  5030  NE 14th   Street,  Des Moines, IA (Breakfast at 8:30 a.m. — Meeting follows)

4 O IA O Breakfast 9:00, Ryans, Moline IL

6 I Supper at Bonanza, Crossroads, Waterloo, IA at 6:30pm.

6 P Supper at Whip's in Sidney.  Leaver Orchards Corner Shopping Center at 6:30pm.

7 E Wednesday Night Coffee at Hamilton Family Restaurant, Hamilton, IL.  Meet at around 5:30pm.

10 D Calendar Meeting.  Location and Time TBA.

10 E Monthly Gathering –Thanksgiving Dinner in Donnellson, IA.  Eat at 6:00 pm, meeting to follow.  NO door prizes.

10 I Iowa Machine Shed — 7250 Northwest Blvd., Davenport,  IA (Breakfast at 8:00 a.m. —  Meeting 9:00 a.m.  —  Ride following

10 S MONTHLY BREAKFAST GET TOGETHER—CHIT CHAT CAFÉ, HOS PERS, IA 9:30 AM
13 I Supper at Z's, 3937 W. Airline Hwy, Cedar Falls, IA at 6:30pm.

14 E Wednesday Night Coffee at Pink Tavern, Lomax, IL.  Meet at around 5:30pm.

15 F Monthly Gathering.  Location and Time TBA.

17 O IA O Dinner, Lodge, Port Byron, IL

17 P Supper at The Quacker Steak & Lube in Council Bluff's, leave at 5:00 p.m.

20 I Supper at Biemann's, 2627 Center St., Cedar Falls, IA at 6:30pm.

20 P Pizza Ranch  —  1511  N. Broadway Street,  Red Oak,  IA (Eat at 6:30 p.m.  —  Meeting following)

20 S Staff Meeting – Primghar, Ia Pizza Ranch—all members welcome, ride planning meeting
21 E Wednesday Night Coffee at Ogo’s in Montrose, IA.  Meet at around 5:30pm.

22 ALL HAPPY THANKSGIVING !

24 E Wednesday Night Coffee at Whitey’s –Burlington, IA.  Eat around 5:30pm.

24 H Monthly Gathering.  Country Kitchen  —  1107 N. Quincy Avenue,  Ottumwa,  IA  (Eat at 5:00 — Meeting following)

25 I Monthly Gathering.  Junie’s  —  100  Plaza Drive, Elk Run Heights  (Eat at 6:00 p.m.  Meeting at 7:00 p.m.)

27 D Country Kitchen  —  1519  4th  Street, Mason City, IA (Eat at 6:00 p.m. Meeting at 7:00 p.m.)

27 I Supper at Perkin's, 3280 University, Waterloo, IA at 6:30pm.

27 S Monthly Gathering.  Jay’s -Sanborn,  IA (Eat  at  6:00 p.m.  —  Meeting  7:00  p.m.)
28 E Wednesday Night Coffee at Gator’s, Burlington, IA.  Meet at around 5:30pm.

30 P Supper at PJ's in Nebraska City.  Leaver Orchards Corner Shopping Center at 6:30pm.



SPONSORED RIDE SIGN UP SHEET

WE WOULD LIKE TO SPONSOR A RIDE TO ____________________.

WHEN__________________

UPCOMING EVENTS

  August

10-11

2008 

Iowa District Rally Amana

Colonies

Sept 28-29

2008

Region E Rally Okoboji,

Iowa

Jan 5,

2008

Chapter “S” Christmas

Extravaganza

Calumet,

Iowa

FRIENDS FOR

FUN 

SAFETY

KNOWLEDGE



LEAVING FROM_______________

STOPS WILL BE AT_________________

ROUTE WILL BE_________________________

WE WILL BE SEEING____________________ON THIS RIDE

RAIN DATE WILL BE?____________________

WHERE WILL WE EAT?____________________

WILL WE BE OUT OVERNIGHT?_________________

WHO WILL LEAD THE RIDE?____________________

DO NOT SCHEDULE A RIDE DURING SAFETY WEEKEND, DISTRI CT RALLY, REGION

RALLY, WING DING OR THE DAVIS RALLY. SEE CHAPTER RID E SCHEDULE.

NAME__________________________

ADDRESS________________________

PHONE NUMBER__________________

EMAIL ADDRESS___________________

SIGNATURE___________________________

PARTICIPATION = FUN

LET’S 

RIDE 

TOGETHER

GWRRA


